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REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF PUBLIC LIBRARY 


To the Citizens of ‘Stoneham: 

The Trustees of the Public Library have much satisfaction in 
reporting that our Library is meeting a distinct need of the com- 
munity as it offers to the citizens abundant means of encouragement, 
enlightenment and entertainment in the form of carefully chosen 
books and other worthwhile literature. 

At a time when more than one-tenth of our population is en- 
listed in the armed forces of our country and away from home; when 
many other able-bodied people are engaged in defense work or es- 
sential industry; when Red Cross and War Relief occupy much of 
the time and the attention of others whose efforts must be directed 
toward keeping the Home Fires burning, the Library is proving a 
refuge from ever present troubles. 

People are turning to books which mirror contemporary history. 
They seek general information and study the proposals of statesmen 
and leaders for a re-adjustment of world affairs when this period of 
conflict shall have come to an end. 

A saner and wiser world will need all the intelligence, educa- 
tion and culture which we are able to foster and cultivate at the 
present time. 

Returned soldiers, reporters and travellers are becoming authors 
of books which are eagerly read. Modern fiction is colored by the 
war which forms a tragic background for many a popular tale. In 
choosing books for our readers, we must ‘to a certain ex'tent be in- 
fluenced by book reviewers and popular opinion but we find that 
often a best seller is unworthy a place in our collection which must 
necessarily be selective. The fame of an author often carries over 
to a second volume from the same pen which does not deserve the 
publicity it receives. 

We consider it an obligation to furnish material for study and 
research work which will assist people who are not in active service 
but who will, at no far-distant time, be thrown into competition 
with those who have had the benefit of trainnig in our army and 
navy schools and camps. 

Our Reading Room is always a delightful place for relaxation 
and change. Here may be found the newspapers and current maga- 
zines. Here for a brief period one may forget the cares that beset 
us and find refreshment and rest. It may be that here we can find 
stimulation for our latent powers and courage and hope. A recent 
writer tells us that all-in people cannot win an all-out war. 

We are grateful for suggestions from our readers in regard to 
new books. Frequently our attention is called toa publication which 
becomes a valued addition to our Library. 

Our magazine list is a full one, selected with a desire to help 
the general reader as well as special students. 
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We heartily believe in providihg our young pedplé With! diple 
reference material, to supplement their school work and to encour- 
age the library habit. In furnishing the’ best literature for their 
general reading we are doing a very important work in the pea: 
tion of juvenile delinquency. 4 

‘The outstanding work which is being carried on in our Chil. 
dren’s Department is a never-ending source of pride to the Trustees. 
Visitors who are fmailiar with other Children’s Rooms speak of 
ours in superlative terms, saying it is the most attractive room of 
its kind they have ever seen. For the remarkable success of the’ 
work done here Mrs. Bertha E. Houston, the Children’s Librarian, 
is largely responsible. Her enthusiasm creates an atmosphere Cat 
attracts both young and old. “4 

The Summer Reading Course, organized by Mrs. Houston, was 
a great success. The Fall Book Week with its exhibits, original il- 
lustrations, new books, and the story telling hours around the mag- 
netic open fire was even more popular than that of previous years. 

The Trustees deeply appreciate the genuine interest of the towns- 
people which has been manifested in various ways. Offers of ma- 
terial for exhibits in both rooms are constantly being received. 

The local papers have been most co-operative. Several well- 
written articles calling attention to the excellent work being carried 
on by the Library, prepared by one of our Stoneham young people, 
appeared in the “Stoneham Independent.” — 

It was most gratifying to. the Trustees to have the Finance 
Committee and later the voters of the Town respond to our request 
in regard to increasing. the salaries of the,J.ibrary Staff. We have 
long felt that such increases were highly deserved. | 

One of the most important responsibilities of the Trustees is 
the care of the Library property. We have a splendid heritage. I+ 
is the intention of our Board that the money appropriated for its 
care be spent in ways. which are consistent ‘with economy and good 
judgment. iy 

Last spring, after-an overflow, dry wells were located and traps 
repaired.. A drain near the north entrance is receiving attention. 
Metallic snow retarders ‘have been placed on the south roof. 

The evergreens in front of the Library are very beautiful but 
we realize they are growing out of proportion to the building which 
they are designed to ornament but not conceal. 

« The west lawn should be renovated but until a new fence or a 
protective hedge cati be’so placed as to prevent children from using 
this ground asa football field and older trespassers from cutting 
a¢ross from Main to Warfen Streets we are hesitant about incurring 
any expense there. 

ula We are co-operating in every possible way with efforts to win 
the war. Library Hall is used as an Air Raid Shelter; members of 
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our staff are Air Wardens. Library Hall is entirely given over to 
a group of Red Cross Workers on surgical dressings. A consider- 
able part of the Library endowments has been re-invested in De- 
fense Bionds. a gs KY 

The death of Mr. George A. Hinchcliffe, which occurred in Oct. 
1943, removed from our Board one who had served the Town as a 
Trustee of the Public Library for nearly fifty years.;..As secretary 
of the Board he conducted the correspondence which led to the 
Carnegie Endowment for a Library Building. He was a member 
of. the committee which supervised its erection. Later when the 
building was remodelled and enlarged he was one of the committee 
in charge of that work. In the growth and improvement of the 
Library during many years he had a deep interest and a guiding 
hand. ; 
At a joint meeting of the Selectmen and the Trustees of the 
Public Library, held Nov. 16, 1943, Mr. Fred A. Lawson was elected 
to fill the vacancy on the Board until the annual Town Meeting in 
March, 1944. 

The Trustees wish to express their appreciation of the excellent 
services rendered by all the members of the Library Staff. Their 
team work has been most commendable and their co-operation with 
the Trustees all that we could desire. 

We call your attention to the detailed report of the Librarian, 
Miss Martha A. Jackson,. which follows. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES H..CHASE, Chairman 
RUTH H. MERRIFIELD 
FREDERICK P. HANFORD 
FRED A. LAWSON 
GEORGE A. PACKARD 
ALICE V. PEYTON, Secretary 


To the Trustees of the Stoneham Public Library: 

I present the eighty-fifth annual report of the Stoneham Public 
Library for the year ending’ Dec. 31, 1943. 

This, the second year of the war, shows a continued demand 
for service in the Library. Although books of current history in 
personal naratives of the war and books about hitherto little known 
places and technical books continue to be in demand, there has been 
a resumed interest in cultural and recreational reading despite the 
many activities of old and young people. 

The statistics for 1943 will show a considerable increase in the 
circulation of books. 

The Library continues to enlarge its magazine stacks and is 
keeping the daily papers for a longer period than formerly. By hav- 
ing an index of important events it is found that the newspapers are 
useful for information that is not in the magazines in so much de- 
tail: 
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Through the co-operation of the public, we were able to collect 
a large number of books and magazines for the soldiers, and send 
them to camps in Massachusetts. 

The Library has maintained deposits at the Home for Aged 
People, the Defense Center and ‘St. Patrick’s High School. 

Gifts of magazines and books have been received from associa- 
tions and individuals. The Stoneham Garden Club and other friends 
have aidded to ‘the attractiveness of the Library by their gifts of: 
flowers and plants. 

Owing to the difficulties of transportation we are unable to 
have some kinds of exhibitions from a distance. The Library has 
been fortunate, however, in having very interesting exhibits loaned 
this year. Among those shown in the Adult Reading Room were 
articles from China by Mrs. Oliver Morse and Mr. William God- 
dard; gifts from Hawaii and East Indies by Mrs. Albert Darcy, Jr.; 
a scientific exhibition (the property of the Library); coins of differ- 
ent countries by Miss Katherine Fox; Pan American articles by 
Pan American Society of Boston; handicraft consisting of crocheted 
and woven afghans by Miss Alice Peyton and a knitted bed-spread 
and crocheted table cover by Mrs. Harriet Chamberlain; from Bos- 
ton Society of Natural History finely carved whale bones, work of 
old New England sailors. 

Although “Book Week” and the “Spring Book Festival” were 
first observed for ‘the children, we have found that the exhibitions 
of new books and the display of posters in the adult rooms have 
created an interest with the public and in the observance this year 
many new books were circulated and a large number of reserves 
taken. 

At Christmas time Miss Lillian Hunt decorated the bulletin 
boards with winter landscapes. Two small Christmas trees and 
wreaths, one very attractive wreath given by the Stoneham Garden 
Club and a representation of “Silent Night” in the display case 
added to the Christmas scene. 


Children’s Room 


During the year the Childrens’ Librarian, Mrs. Houston, spoke 
at the Woman’s Club, School Councils, Scout Troops, Church 
Clubs and the Teachers of the Elementary Schools. The registra- 
tion and circulation were larger than any previous year. 

The exhibits in 1943 were: a snow scene, with skaters, skiers 
and sleds; a collection of stamps of our allies loaned by boys and 
girls; the book “Marshmallow” depicted; Easter scenes of rabbits, 
chicks and Easter eggs; Ivory soap annual contest, figures loaned 
by Proctor and Gamble Co.; things of science, consisting of plastics, 
minerals, synthetic rubber, cloth, glass, salt and its products and 
paper; a victory garden; Girl Scout Camp handicraft; many articles 
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from Mexico, Panama and South America loaned by the Pan-Amer- 
ican Society. 2 

The Spring Book Festival displayed seventy-five new books and 
original drawings of the illustrations. A victory garden was mod- 
eled and garden books were featured. 

The Summer Reading Project was a club in the form of a bank. 
Each child had a bank book with the name and the hours of the 
Library. printed on it. For every book read, book dollars were cred- 
ited, and if reports were made extra dollars went into the bank. 
Two hundred and fifty-seven children joined the club, and prizes 
were given to the boys and girls having the largest bank accounts 
Many drawings and models illustrating the books read were made 
and displayed during the six weeks. We had a Story Hour two 
periods each week. 

In “Book Week” a short story contest was held. Twelve books 
Were given as prizes by the Library. Mrs. Helen Fernald, author 
of “Jonathan’s Doorstep,” spoke to four hundred boys and girls of 
the Junior High School. Mrs. Robert Cowles of Melrose, who lived 
in China for a number of years entertained the boys and girls of 
the first four grades telling them about China. She brought with her 
a very interesting collection of Chinese articles. Miss Anne Dolan 
of the Wheelock School told stories on Saturday morning of “Book 
Week”. Mrs. Houston had Story Hours for the first and second 
grades and the two private kindergartens. Beginning ‘Book Week” 
a Story Hour was held every Saturday morning at ten o’clock for 
the rest of the year. Original drawings from twelve of the new 
books were shown as well as a large number of new books. 

During Christmas week Santa Claus’ workship was again dis- 
played with more toys added. A large tree, pictures and a nativity 
scene decorated the room. Stories were told and a puppet show was 
given. 

The gift of an electric victrola earlier in the year brought joy 
to the boys and girls when the story of Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker 
Suite was told and the music played. Christmas week the victrola 
played carols and the story of “Silent Night’ was told. 


Staff 


Martha A. Jackson, Librarian; H. Elizabeth Symonds, Assistant 
Librarian; Bertha E. Houston in charge of Children’s Room; Mar- 
garet Golding, Assistant, and Shirley Crane and Dorothy Whitte- 
more, Junior Part Time Assistants. 


Arrerican Library Association Form of Statistics 
For the Year Ending December 31, 1943 


Pa SO) I ae at ene he ier ee ee a Stoneham Public Library 
Town and State ..............+e-------. Stoneham, Massachusetts 
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Name*or Drbrafiant: 228204 Gare. 0G 8 Martha A. Jackson 


Date BOT ME IOUINGINS pee teeters tits cee a e's v's «vats cues ei ain eho 1859 
Pepuiation’ Served" (CU; Si Censtisc1 940): .-. o-oo. oe eee ees oes 10,765 
Assdesed’ Valttatfont 0s 6s. ree steaks cents ola aid $14,632,825 


Terms of use: Free to residents. of Stoneham, teachers in the 
schools, persons employed in town, or ‘guests in the town. 


Number ’of days Library wa’s open during the year ........ 302 
Number ‘of volumes at beginning of year ............... 253153 
Number of volumes added by purchase .................. 1,121 
Nuniber df volumes “athded! Dt oFFt! 01.8. ete rece cere ate wietene « eters 38 
Number of volumes added’ by binding .................... 2 
Cir CHGS OCA IU seeks eS Sel ata tohe seen Rita « arclute oheiig ote 12.63 
Number of new borrowers registered during year ......... 430 
Total number of borrowers registered ............-.00085 6,873 


Circulation Statistics 1943 


PaNG gis mid ob thc) by th 4 a Py ea eee or ee Tce, wba re. 59,318 
A GUTPRNGrie EGR ISTI Esco Aliens Gat eh » vhinkelen one BER 15;916 
TA PET SCTE SUUAOT NO Sre rier e s soote Gave sake ued ean tae eek cn Le 48,917 
Jr VeTtiFe NG r SEC oo. me he at alate Ghats steraie «lei Ule rss ntanersuete tele Oe 10,872 
FOPSE YTS OORS Yee ree os oir vereres. ae slitncatet, sods atime casieletel che ADIN 89 
PRES see tas Shem aRetavet Stave ctlesd oleae sl 0 Gia Loke hevthe’ aul hd ae ee 889 
POtati: CALGUIVHONIE ale cco es ye aiwe thee Wissen sm peed mee eee 136,001 


Respectfully submitted, 
MARTHA A. JACKSON, Librarian. 
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